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1 Election of Chair  
 

RESOLVED: That Councillor Barnes be appointed Chair. 
 

COUNCILLOR BARNES IN THE CHAIR 

 
 

2 Declarations of Interest  
 
None. 

 
3 Application for the Grant of a Street Amenity Permission  

 
The Sub-Committee considered an application for a new Street Amenity 

permission, made by Mr Sergio Dottore on behalf of ‘Thai Gallery’, 22 The 
Shambles, Worcester. 
 

At the start of the hearing, the Chair made the following statement: 
“Presentations to this Sub-Committee are not given under oath. However, I would 

like to remind all parties that the highest standards are expected and any 
deviation from these high standards could possibly influence any decision of the 
Sub-Committee.” 

 
All parties at the hearing introduced themselves. The applicant, Mr Dottore, was 

not present at the hearing. The Panel took the opportunity to adjourn the hearing 
to undertake a site visit to gain a better idea of the premises and amenity under 
discussion. 
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Once formal proceedings resumed, The Technical Officer (Licensing) presented the 

report on behalf of Worcestershire Regulatory Services.  The applicant was 
seeking permission to place 19 tables and 38 chairs on the public highway.  The 

street furniture is to be located directly on the pavement outside 26-32 Friar 
Street, on the pavement opposite 26-32 Friar Street and on the pavement outside 
22 Friar Street. All parties were given the opportunity to ask questions of the 

Technical Officer (Licensing). 
 

The Legal adviser clarified that permission to place some of the street furniture on 
the public highway had already been granted previously. Members did not have 
any regard to the siting of the street furniture for which consent had already been 

given. 
 

The matter had been referred to the Sub-Committee for determination by 
Worcestershire Regulatory Services as an objection had been received from 
Laslett’s Charities, who own and manage Laslett’s Almshouses.  Laslett’s 

Almshouses provide accommodation for 17 elderly residents and is located 
immediately opposite 26-32 Friar Street. No objections had been received from 

any of the statutory consultees. 
 
The Panel noted that no-one from the Applicant’s premises was available to attend 

the hearing to present their case. The Chair invited the representative of Laslett’s 
Almhouses, Mr Stephen Inman, to outline the objections to the application. 

 
Mr Inman confirmed that there were no objections to the application to place 

street furniture on Friar Street further down the street but on the same side as 
the Thai Gallery restaurant premises. The objections related to plans to place 
street furniture opposite the restaurant premises, in a location abutting the 

boundary hedge of Laslett’s Almshouses. 
 

Mr Inman cited concerns about seating restaurant customers in very close 
proximity to residential accommodation and the negative impact of the noise and 
smoke upon elderly residents. He further commented on the effect tables and 

chairs in this location would have in restricting the safe passage of pedestrians 
needing to move out of the way of passing vehicles. 

 
 
The Legal Representative offered the following legal advice to Members when 

considering their decision: 
 

 That the Sub Committee should consider the street amenity consent policy 
which states: ‘…..the overriding objective of the policy is to ensure safe access 
to the area by all users including pedestrians and emergency vehicles’. 

 
All parties, with the exception of Members of the Sub-Committee, the Legal 

Representative and the representative of Democratic Services then withdrew to 
enable the Sub-Committee to consider its decision. 
 

All parties were then recalled and the Chair gave the decision of the Sub-
Committee. 

 
Having had regard to: 
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 The Council’s Street Amenity Consent Policy. 

 The Report presented by the Technical Officer, Licensing, Worcestershire 
Regulatory Services. 

 The application and written representations submitted by Mr Dottore 
 The written and the oral representations made on behalf of Laslett’s 

Charities who own and run the Almshouses immediately opposite the 

application site.  
 The site visit 

 
 

The Sub-Committee decided to grant part of the application as detailed below and 

confirmed on the attached plan.  
 

A – The street furniture at this location already has the required consent under a 
previously approved renewal application. Members did not have any regard to the 
siting of the street furniture for which consent had already been given.  

 
B – Members have approved the street furniture which adjoins that approved at 

A. 
 
C- Members have approved the street furniture sited outside 22 Friar Street.  

 
D – Members have REFUSED the application for street furniture opposite 26 – 32 

Friar Street directly in front of the Laslett Almshouses.  
 

The reasons for the REFUSAL are as follows: 
 
 Members considered the application in relation to the proposal for street 

furniture to be sited directly opposite the business and had regard to the 
representations made in writing by the applicant and in writing and orally on 

behalf of the residents of the Laslett’s Almshouses. Members also conducted a 
site visit. 
 

 During the site visit Members noted the hedge that extends over part of the 
defined pavement area. Members examined the distance from the actual 

boundary and was of the view that, irrespective of the existence of the hedge, 
that there was insufficient room for street furniture.   
 

 Members considered that the plan submitted was not representative of the 
available space. Members were of the view that there was insufficient room for 

street furniture to be sited without it extending beyond the paved area and 
onto the thoroughfare. 

 

 Members were on site when a vehicle drove along Friar Street, and they had a 
clear view of the space available for pedestrians when the road was open to 

vehicles or when emergency vehicles may need access. Members believed if 
there was street furniture on both sides of the street there would not be 
sufficient space for pedestrians to safely avoid vehicles as they would need to 

walk the extent of the street furniture to be able to step onto the pavement.  
 

 Members had regard to the comments made on behalf of the residents of the 
Almshouses and noted the concerns regarding this area being a pinch point for 
pedestrians and vehicles. Having visited the site Members were also of the 
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view that allowing street furniture would narrow the available space and 

removed the flat paved area leaving only the cobbled area for pedestrians to 
use.  

 
 Members noted on the application plan, what appeared to be, a line drawn on 

the thoroughfare marked as “pedestrian footway”. It was not entirely clear if 

the applicant had included this to create an alternative pavement. In any 
event, Members did not consider it appropriate for there to be any form of 

barrier on the throughfare as this reduced the space for vehicles to pass 
pedestrians safely.  

 

 The street has restricted vehicle access at certain times of the day and 
Members considered whether imposing restrictions on the hours of operations 

would enable the policy to be met. Members concluded that although there 
were restrictions in place, emergency vehicles required access at all times and 
this required the thoroughfare to allow sufficient space for pedestrians to 

safely move out of the way, Members did not consider the application allowed 
for this. 

 
 Members concluded that the application in relation to this location should be 

refused, the overriding objective is to ensure safe access to the area by all 

users including pedestrians and emergency vehicles. The proposed application 
would conflict with or impede the safe passage of pedestrians, including the 

partially sighted and those using wheelchairs or mobility scooters. 
 

 
There is no right of appeal against the decision Sub-Committee’s decision. 
Duration of Meeting: 10:30-11:45am 

 
     Chair at the Meeting on 31 May 2022 
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Duration of the meeting: 10:30 to 11:45 
 

Chair at the meeting on 
31 May 2022 


